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ferred to another brancn uof the service.
Despite the standard of efficiency in the
Publie Service many years ago, a new
proctice s growing up of making all officers
qualify.

3r, Mann: You are not now confusing
the railway serviee with the Publie
Service, are you?

My, HUGHES: No. The hon. member will
know that in the police foree of recent years
examinations have been sct for promution.
Eflicicnt officers of anv  years’ standing
woenld find it difficult to pass those examina-
tions, The same practice is gromng up in the
ruilway service.  Examinations in practical
work are preseribed. 1f men already oecupy-
ing responsible positions were asked 1o pass
those examinations, many of them, although
sound practical men of 20 or #0 years’ ex-
perience, would find difficulty in doing so.
Connolly was put into the audit branch for a
few months, and given a test. To be o sue-
cessful auditer one requires great power of
concentration.  Anditing i3 a  particularly
monotonous occupation, €or which one requires
tv be trained from vouth. Anayonc with ex-
perience of the work will realise that to take
a man 40 years of age, whoe has spent 23
¥years in the record hraneh, and ask him to
qualify as an auditer in a eouple of months,
is to demand the impossible, There are in
other branches pienty of efficient men who
could not qualify as auditors. That is the
contention under which the Commissioner is
now casting aspersions on Counnolly s effici-
eney, In view of the faet that there is some
doubt, first of alt as to whether this officer
haos had justice, and whether the provisions
of the Superannuation Aet have been com-
plied with, T hold that a proper investigation
should be made. Therefore, without further
detaining the House, I move my motion, hop-
ing that the Minister for Railways will not
adjourn the debate, but will have it settled
to-night. He has had seven or eight months
in which to consider it, and he is au fait with
-the facts,

The Minister for Railways: No, I'm not.
Lord deliver us! do you think that is all I
bave to do?

Mr. HUGHES: What else have you to do?

The Minister for Railways: For one thing,
I have to keep one eye on you. That keeps
me fairly busy. .

AMr. Corboy: And vou have to keep the
other on Plantagenet.

Mr, HGGIES: The Minister has had seven
or eight months to go into the casze, and he
knew I was going to move the motion. There-
fore T hope he will not delay the thing by
asking for an adjournment. Tt does not
matter ow much time he may or may not
have, for he has no case in answer to the
motien.

Me. JOHXSTON  (Williams-Xarrogin)
[10.8]): I wish to say a few words in support
of the motion. This question was debated in
the House last session, amd the member for
Fast Perth has reviewed the faets at length

to-night, so I do not propose to repeat them.
It oppears to me Connolly has been treated
very harshly, T do not know him at all, but
T know tere is among the railway officers a
strong feeling that an injnstice hag heen done
to this man. It is feared, too, that thiz case
may be treated as a precedent and that many
officials of the Railway Department may be
aflversely affected by the decision arrived at.
Many publie servants spend their whole lives
working for ihe Government at low salaries,
copsideralily less than theyx would earn out-
side, baeanze of the rights aml privileges they
are building vp for their own protection in
old agd, and for the protection of their wives
and families. [ know the Minister does not
believe in repudiation, and that it is not
the wirh of members that any rights a publie
servant has honestly earned should be taken
away from him without the fullest possible
reason. 1t secems to me almost ineredible, yet
we had it certified by members of the House
last session, that the Commissioner should
hive mude the statement that Connolly had
gerved  faithfully and  diligently, wnotwith-
stawling which the Commissioner refused to
issue a eortificate to that effeet. My own
experience of the Commissioner is that his
word is his bond and his bond his word.
I believe that if he made that statement he
would be quite prepared to confirm it in writ-
ing. At any rate, that is the ex parte state-
ment given to us. In my opinion the member
for East Perth has made out a strong case
tor investigation, and I hope the Government

~will agree to the appointment of a select

committee,

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
debato adjourned.

House adjourned ot 10.10 p.m,

Aegislative Council,

Thursday, 13th September, 1923,

Page

Questlons; Taxes not collected 698

Inspectlon of Machinery Department 698

Elsctrical Inatallation, Belmon . 698

Opticians BOI ... ... 608

Grass Patch Townshlp . 608
Return: Esperance Narthwards Ballwny, Land

Resumptlon ... ... 698

Bills: Reglstration of Deeds Amendmen!. :m . GOS8

Amendments Incorporation, 3R. .. 098

Pinjarra-Dwarda altway Extension Act
Amendment, 28., S-e!ect Com nppolnwd 668
Adjournment : Specml .- 700

The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at
e, and reall prayers.

4.30



698

QUESTION—TAXES NOT COLLECTED.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN asked the Minister for
Fdueation: 1, What was the amount of tax
uncollected in respect to (a) incomes, (hb)
dividend dutica under the assessments for the
finaneial year 1921-1922%¢ 2, The like for
the financial year 1922-23%

The MINISTER FORK EDUCATION re-
plicd: 1, {a) Income tax £102,828, (b)
dividend duty £6,453. 2, (a) Income tax
£121,966, (b) dividend duty £11,226,

QUESTION—INSPECTION OF
MACHINERY DEPARTMENT.
on. A. BURVILL asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, Has Inspeefor Gill of the In-
spection of Machinery Department retired, or
‘i~ he about to retire from the service? 2, If
s¢, on what date? 3, Is the position of tech-
nical adviser to the Chief Inspector to be con-
tivued or abolished? 4, Will applications be
catled for in the Government Gazclie, as pro-
vided for in the Publie Service Act, to fill
any position created by siaff changes in the
Machinery Department, thereby giving offi-
cere with many years of efficient service an
opportunity to apply?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Date not definitely fixed.
3 and 4, Tt is proposed to continue the office
of Inspector of Machinery at present occu-
pied by Inapector Gill, and the position will
Le filled in accordance with the Public Ser-
vice Act and regulatioma,

QUESTION—ELECTRICAL INSTAL-
LATION, BELMONT PARK.

Hoen. .1, DUFFELL agked the Minister for
Education: 1, What was the cost of the
poles, mains, service lines, tiansformers, and
al! other plant, apparatus, and things (with
the exception of meters) installed in the Bel-
mont Park Road District as now constituted?
2, By whom was such cost borne? 3, If
sirch ¢ost was borne by the Government, does
the agreement set out in the schedule to the
il contemplate the handing over of these
a-sets to the corporation without payment?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Not known to the Goverament. 2,
I'erth City Counecil. 3, Answered by No. 2.

QUESTION—OPTICIANS BILL.

Heon. J. CORNELL asked the Minister for
I'ducation: 1, Is it the intention of the Gov-
erament, as recommended by a sclect com-
niittee of the House, to introduce this session
a4 Bill for the regulation of persons practising
us opticians? 2, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
pliad: Yes.

[COUNCIL.}

QUESTION—GRASS PATCH
TOWNSHIY,

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the minister for
Fduecation: 1, Why was the name of the
(-russ Pateh township echanged to that of
Warden? 2, Were residents within the Grass
Patch lecality, or was the ostmaster General,
cirsulted regarding such change of namet
3. ff not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plicd: 1, The name was changed to Warden
in 1920 at the request of the Grass Patch
Eettlers’ Associntion. 2 and 3, Answered by
No. 1.

LETURN—ESPERANCE NORTHWARDS
RAILWAY, LAND RESUMFITIONS,

On motion by Hon. J. CORNELL ordered—

That a return be laid on the Table of
the House showing: {(a) the names of per-
sons holding frechold land resumed in con-
nection with the construction of the Esper-
ance Northward railway; (b) the acreage
in each individual case; (¢} the amount
offered as compensation fo each individual
concerned.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.
1, Registration of Deeds Amendment,
Passed.
2, Amendments Incorporation.
Transmitted to the Assembly.

BILL—PINJARRA-DWARDA RAILWAY
EXTENSION ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous dagy.

Hon. J. A, GREIG (South-East) [4.40]:
I support the second reading of this Bill for
the sole reason that I may have an oppor-
tunity for moving for the appointment of a
select committee to deal with it. The devia-
tion set out in this measure is a step in the
right direction, but it is only one step. It
retraces that step after going a few miles,
and then turns back to the old survey., In
the interests of the State the line should pro-
cecd as the deviation sets out, say, for the
first few miles, which is in accordance with
the latest report of the advisery board, and
the present Act should be repealed so far as
any further distance is concerned. If the
present proposal is carried out, mo people
will be served who would mnot be served un-
der the latest report of the advisory board.
That is what the board had in mind when it
reported, although it was not asked to ex-
press an opinion as to whether the line from
Dwarda to Narregin should be gone on with
or not. I congratulate the Leader of the
House upon the excellent speech he made
yesterday upon a bad ease. He certainly
did his cause justice, and had he taken up
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the ease for the other side I think he would
lave made a still more excelleni speech. He
said the line was authorised nine years ago
arter a complete investigation had been made,
and that Governmceuts sinee then had prom-
ised te honour the Act. That is correct. The
line was authorised on evidenece taken 13
years ago. The world has been turned prae-
tically upside down sinee then, The pro-
gress made in land settlement, partien-
larly in the agricultural areas, has put quit2
a different eomplexion over the whole thing.
Although I do not wish to do anything that
is dishonourable, or repeal anything, I do
think that when members of this House are
of opinion that a line to cost £136,000 would
not serve as many people 23 a line running less
than half the distance, effect should be given
to that opinion even if there is an Aet in
existence. Fhe Bill to which I refer passed
another place with only two speecches, that
of the mover and that of the seconder. It
alse passed in this House in the same way.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: On the last day of the
sessioi.

Hon. J. A, GREIG: Mr. Drew, the then
Leader of the House, put forward three
points in his speech on the second reading.
He said that, s0 far as he could see, if the
line were conatructed it would neot serve
anyone who was not already served by a rail-
way, because no man was more than 15 miles
from a rdilway. Secondly, he thought it
would open up practically no new first-class
land—it had been selected years before
the lire was promised. Thirdly, if the line
were built the Commissioner of Railways had
stated he would nct use it; he would not send
goods from Perth or Fremantle to Narrogin,
or from Narrogin to Perth or Fremantle
over it, becawse the grades werc too steep.
The grades from Pinjarra wounld he about
one in 30, and from the top of the hills down
to Pinjarra, one in 40. Ilow that RBill was
cver passed by this Chamber I do not know!
I do not think any such Bill introduced by
the Leader of the Housc could have been
passed hy Parliament duering my member-
ship. This matter was well advertised. The
people of Narrogin talked about the propo-
sition so much that members apparently
thought the railway was justified, and the
advisory board reported in favour of it. The
Leader of the Honse also sajd tbat no great
disadvantage would be suffered if the Bill
were agreed to ag it stands at present. I
want to show hon. members that the people
affected do not agree with that statement.
I have a copy of a circular letter which I pre-
sume has bheen sent to all members. It is
signed by Mr. W. H, Price, honorary secre-
tary of the Hotham Valley Railway League.
Hon. members will notice that the seeretary
gives facts and figures, and so far as I know
them the details are eorrect. I do not know
the locality well enough to swear as to their
aecuracy, but seeing that the people have
put these details down on paper, the Pre-
mier and Minister for Education can look up
reports and maps to ascertain whether the
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statements are correct. For my part, [ be.
lieve the statements are true. The Leader of
the House said that the deviation proposed
would reduce the distances from the railway
te the extent of four or five iles according
to the deviation made. I am sure that the

Minister had no 1intention of misleading
hon. members. The Hotham Valley Rail-
way League show in their circular a list

of the szttlers who would be served by a line
to Codjatetine, who, if the line were taken
from Dwarda, would be from 1§ to 20 miles
away from the nearest peint of the proposed
railway.

The Minister for Education:
20 miles?

Hon. J. A, GREIG: Yes. There are in tha
list over 40 settlers to be served, if the line
goes to Codjatotine. These will be
brought seven miles closer to railway com-
munication than would be the case if the Bill
were passed as proposed. A resolution car-
ried by the leaguc was to the effect that they
were of the opinion that it wonld be a wrongful
expenditure of public money if the Govern-
ment were to build the line as proposed,
These people do not mean that it would be
legally wrong for the Government to do so,
bhut rather that it would be unreasonable to
build sueh & line when so many other places
require railway facilities. They mean that
if the line were built to Codjatotine it would
serve 60 people as against 17 who would be
served if the line were constructed as pro-
posed in the Bill.

Hon. J. Duffell: They mean that the money
could be better spent elsewhere.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: They mean that it
eould be better spent on the altered route
they desire, for which only half the money
would be required, Tt i true that the con-
struction of the line to Codjatotine would
stop at a dead end. Not unreasomably they
point out that the line has been reported upon
to Codjatotine Pool, and they ask for a line
to that point for the present. They are con-
tent to leave it to the Railway Advisory
Board to decide where the line will go from
that point. Tn reading through the files, I
notice that the Minister for Works pointed
out in one communication that if the line
went to this terminus, it would have {o go on to
Pingelly or Popanyinning. I do not contend
for that, but I would leave it to the Advisory
Board te decide. I would not advance my
personal opinions against those of the board
seeing that I have not the intimate know-
ledge of the country to the north, that I have
of the land botween Dwarda and Narrogin.
There may have been arguments in favour of
the route laid down in the Aet when the Ad-
visory Board reported on it 13 years ago.

Hon. J. Duffell: Do vou say it wounld cost
half the sum involved in the line as seurveyed
at present?

Hon. J. A. GREIG: That would be for 13
miles of railway.

The Minister for FEdueation:
would take it to a dead end.

As mueh as

But that
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Hon, J. Duffell: How far would it be
from the dead end to the existing railways?

Hon. J. A. GREIG: It would be from 20
to 21 miles from the Great Southern railway.
I am of the opinion, however, that the Ad-
visory Board would not recommend the ex.
tension of the line to conmect up with the
Great Southern railway, becauss they would
be runming between cxisting lines 20 miles
apart. For my part T think the board would
probably recommend that it showld go still
further north. I de net know anything ahout
the land north of Codjatotine, hot T know
that the 13 miles of railway 1 adveeate will
serve more people than the 34 miles of rail-
way proposed under the Bill. I want the
Leader of the Mouse to be eclear regarding
these statements made hy the Hotham Valley
Railway Leagne, and the distanee settlers will
he away from the railway. Dnring the eourse
of his speech the Minister snid that Codjato-
tine was not oxaetly in the centre of o forest,
and if the line went there it would econnect
up with no other railway., Codjatotine is the
contre of an area that is a long wav better
than Jand hetwern Dwarda and Narrogin.
He also said that the line should be built
from Dwarda to Narrogin becanse the tim-
ber miils desired to send their timber down
to the Great Southern railway. The timber
mills are now practiealix the same distance
from Narogin as they would he if this line
were builf from Dwarda. Surely the Gov-
ernment do not desire to bnild a line at a
eost of £136.000 to enable the State Sawmills
to deliver timber to Narrogin while it ean
be procured from other mills nearer, just as
cheanly, There is a mill 10 or 12 miles nearer
to Narrogin than Dwellingnp wovld be if
this line were constructed. T have the
report. of a demutation which waited on the
Premier recently at Narrogin, Tt is true
that the advisory hoard reported om this line
13 vears ago, and that s great deal of in-
fluence was used to get the line to Narrogin.
I do not say the infloence was wrongly
brought to bear. but the neanle of Narrogin
are great harrackers for their town. T really
admire the community spirit of Narrogin.
-Hon, R. .I. Lvnan: Do they admire yours?

Hon. J. A, GREIG: Xo one knows thai
community spirit better than I do, and no
onc has had the cfforts of neople anplied
againgt himself more than T have had. T
have a clear conseience ahout what T am
doing and it does not tromble me. T eame
to this Chamber to legislate for the State
as a whole, and that is what T am
endeavouring to do in takimg my present
stand on, this Bill. T knew that as
soon as T spoke regarding this matter T
would bring a horaet’s nest about my
ears. I wish fo draw the attention of the
House to the type of argument used by the
Narrogin people in their endeavour to have
the railway line constructed to their =enbre.
T think the Advisory Board, not looking for
trouble, realised that if the report was not
in favour of XNarrogin, there wenld be an
outery. T find various letters and telegrams

[COUNCIL.]

from Narrogin pressing the Government to
come to a decision favourable to that
eentre. My sympathies are with the Gov-
ernment, who, I hope, will be strong emough
to do what is best in the tinterests of the
Btate. T trost that when o wrong las te
be righted, they will veverse the carlier
decision. The aceount T refer to is a con-
densed shorthand report of what took pluce
at Narvogin on the 11th August, 1922, The
deputation was introduced hy Mr. Johnston,
M.L.A,, and he made an opening speceh in
whiclh he said that the surveyed line wax
authorised in April, 1913, that the Mne fron
Narrogin to Dwarda was only part of what
they were asking for, and that later on thuey
would advoente another link  Dbeing  con-
structed to jJjoin Dwarda with Armadale
through such country as one seées along the
Perth-Albany-road. Hon. wmemuers know
that ecountry and the amount of settlement
there. I only know of two settlers along
that route as surveyed.  Mr.  Johnston,
however, pointed out that the coustruetion
of this liny would mean only another length
of 40 miles of railway ta link up svitn
Armadale. Dwarda iz net more than 25
miles from Williams, and Armadale is 20
miles from Perth, There is a surveyed road
from Armadale te Perth, with mile posts
all along the route, ¥t is 100 miles from
Perth to Williams so that there is i dis-
crepancy of 15 miles in JMr. Johnston‘s
estimate. I find these little discrepancica
cropping up rvight through tte arguments
put before the Governmeni.

Hon. .J. Duffell: Fifteen miles moare or
Tess?

Hon. J. A. GRETG: Tt will mean n length
of more than 40 miles to connect up the
ling as suggested. Tf Mr. Johnston had
said 55 miles instend of 40 miles, 1 would
not take exception to the statement, for
that would be the distance as the crow
flics,. Knowing the grades in the Darling
Range, however, and that it is from nne in
30 to one in 20 on the other seetion ns T
have already indicated, T think it right to
agsume that there would he considerabie
deviation and that the best grades through
the ranges would be one in 50. {Ir. John-
ston also pointed out fo the Premier that
Mr. Muir, then engineer for railway con-
streetion, had said that there would be
grades of one in 70 between Dwarda and
Narrogin. I can hardly think that Mr.
Muir would have made such a statement,
secing that not even a trial survey had
been made. 1 asked a cjuestion last session
as to whether surveys had been made and [
reccived a deply in the nogative, Names
are given in the report of some of the
deputationists who waited on he Premicr,
Dr. Mackie said that even in 1813 cousider-
able difficulty was experienced in sending,
wheat from Spencer’s Brook an? that with
increased production, the position would be-
come more acate in the future. That was
correct in 1933, but sinee that year, the
Govermment have deepened the harbour at
Bunhury and to-day the biggest wheat boat
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ean load wheat at that port.
the natural port for Narrogin,

Hon, J. Nicholson: And Collie, too.

Huw. J. A, GREIG: Yes, practically the
whole of the wheat from Narrogin went to
Bunbury while the Goveroment pool was in
existence. Last year for some reason fhat
I bhave not yet ferreted out, IL,MH} tong of
wheat were sent to Fremantle for shipment,
while 16,000 tons were shipped from Bun-
bury. This should not be so, and the reason
should be ascertained. The farmer’'s wheat
should not be bauled unuecessarily long dis-
tances when there is a natural port from
whieh it could be shipped. What the
doctor said was qguite correct in 1813, but
that is an argument why the Government
should reconsider the Bill. Then ecame Mr.
Rarron, chairman of the Norrogin Road
Board, who peointed out that many of the
farmers were penalised hy the long dis-
tances they had to eart their stuff. e was
advaecating the Dwarda-Narrogin railway,
which is 34 miles from point to point. 1le
said some of the farmers had to ecart 20
miles inte Narrogin. It puzzles me why
some farmers should eart 20 wmiles into
Narrogin and then send their produce 174
miles to Fremantle, when they could cart it
12 miles to the head of the line at Dwarda,
down 1M1l all the way, and pay freight on
112 miles to Fremantle, This is the kind
of statement that is put up to the Govern-
ment; and the Premier, who does not know
the country as I do, eannot see the defects
in the arguments. Next eame Mr, Muller,
representing the Williams Road Board, 1
saw the chairman of the Williams Road
Board a few days afterwards and asked him
whether Mr. Muller bad been authorised to
represent the board. The chairman replied,
€4 No, he simply took it upon Iimself.’” Mr.
Muller stated, among other things, that he
considered 400 settlers could be piaced in
the district if it were opened up by a rail-
way. Here is a district claiming 34 miles
of railway and there is not one secttler 15
miles distant from an cxisting line. The
proposed railway will run  between two
ather lines. Yet this man gave evidenece
that, in his opinion, 400 settlers could be
placed in the distriet if the Yine were con-
structed. Then came Mr. Hart, represcoting
the Cuballing Road Board. He cndorsed the
remarks of the various speakers, Mr, Pollard,
representing the Marradong Road Board,
pointed out that this was a mixed farming
distriet. The land was capable of producing
evervthing the South-West eould produce. 1
hope members representing the South-West
Province are listening. They think they have
some rich country in the Scuth-West that ean
excel anything in the State. This man asked
for a railway to be bailt to Narregin at a
vost of €136,000. Tn the Marradong distriet
the townsite together with the hulk of the
settlement is six miles fron the railway sid-
ing at Boddington.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is the natural
outlet for this partievlar district.

Bunbury is
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Hon. J. A. GREILG: Yes. Mr. Pollavd
himself, [ think, is nive miles from a railway.
He said the land was capable of producing
everything the South-West eould produce, but
the wettlers were handicapped owing te a
lack of railway facilitics. “*'I'ne svggesied
railway,’? he continued, ‘‘would yive the
dairy and mixed farming indostry a chance
to develop. The people of the Marradong dis-
trivt desired to get their produce to the hutter
factory at Narrogin.'' If they carted their
produce six miles to the Boddington siding
and entrained it there, a journey of 100
miles would land it in Perth or Bunbury, The
sume  gentleman alse said that the further
development ¢f the timber industry depenled
on the railway to Narrogin, Sceing that Nar-
rogin can get from Collie all the timber it re-
quires, why build a sccond line to supply
Narrogin with timber!  In conclusion Mr.
Pollard said, ‘*Tons of tnmatoes and straw-
berries were being produced in the district.’”

I have lved adjacent to that district for over

20 veurs and 1 have never heard of any mun
there producing 1 ewt. of stiawherrics 1o any
ohe }"eﬂl'.

Hon. F. E. 5. Willmott: Might not he have
heen referring to gquondougs?

Hon. J. A. GREIG:
That is the whole of the evidence given in
this report. Other men gnave cvidence; I was
there and heard it. I do not know swhy fhey.
were not reported. I am satisfied that if
these men  eould only see their own state-
ments in fair print, if they would paunse and
reflect on them, it would be apparent that
hetween the statements they have made and
the iine of strict veraeity, there is a wide and
unbridgeable chasm. The Premier, in reply-
ing, suid——

There was no place in the State that he
was motre proud of and no place that he
had been able to do more for. e did not
know why Buabury should not serve them
as a port as it was much nearer than the
long line round. When communieation was

He must have been.

put through, it was urged that it would:

bring the settlers much nearer to the port
than they would be by way of Spencer’s
Brook. Bunbury was a cheap harbour and
stuff was cheaply handled there. Now that
they had the line, they had forgotten Bum-
bury.
T cannot understand for the life of me why
these people should be fighting so strongly
for ancther railway into Narrogin. That town
is fairly well served. To-day it has four rail-
way lines running out north, south, east and
west, and on the eastern side, not many miles
out, there is a junetion, the benefit of which
Narrogin enjcys, It is practieally equivalent
to a fifth line running into the town. XNow
they are advocating a sixth line, The people
who are strongest in their advocacy of this
linc are the men whe hoosted Narrogin to
what it is to-day. Some people there are
acting like tea-amd-supar bushrangers; they
are adopting towards the Government an at-
titude cf “*Bail up!’' They are not consider-
ing the interests or the finanees of the Siate.

il
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When the line was first proposed and the peo-
ple of the Narrogin distriet wore struggling
on their farms, not wueh opposition was
raised. The people of Popanyinning knew
they had a good casc and they thought the
merits of their case would win the day for
them. The Government even huilt a very
large railway siding at Popanyinning, and
took the preeaution to provide for a junction
when they were enlarging the railway station.
Evidently the heads of the department thought
the line would junetion there. Through the
people of Popanyinning not putting up a
fight and through the inaecurate methods em-
ployed Ly the deputation from Narrogin, the
various Govermneuts have been led to believe
that Narrogin had a better casn than it really
has, I do not blame the whole of the Nar
rogin people. Only a small coteric there are
fighting for this railway. The only advaut-
age that will acerue will be fo the trades-
people, who will be uble to sell a little more
to the navvies while the line is being con-
structed. Practically all fair-minded people
agree that the line ought not to go to Nar-
rogin. They agree that other places have 2
much better eclaim, but they leave it to the
people who have taken up the fight. The
honest-thinking people are saying nothing;
in fact, a fair amount of courage would be
needed to stand up and oppose this Jine, To
do that would be very risky for a business
man in Narrogin, He would be boycotted.
have been boycotted, though, fortunately, 1
have not a business there. The Commissioner
of Railways, in his report dated the 12th
Augnst, 1922, stated— .

With regard to the connertion of Narre-
gin with Dwarda, personally I think this is
one of the Iast of the extensions which
should be undertaken. From Warrogin to
Perth via Dwarda we can take only 235-
ton loads and from Perth to Narrogin via
Dwarda the largest load we can take is 140
tons,

There is a difference in the grades. Going to
Narrogin the grade is one in 30 and eoming
back it is one in 40, This, of course, makes
a big difference to the tonrage that an en-
gine can haul.
This is due to the grades between Dwel-
lingup and Boddington. The track from
the flat about seven miles out of Pinjarra
up the hill te Marrinup is not only ex-
tremely steep but the curves are very bad.
Between Narrogin and Perth very much
larger loads can be taken over the main
line, the load ex Narrogin being 350 tons
as against 235 tons ex Narrogin wvia
Dwarda. The constructior of the line will
also have the effect of decreasing the dis-
tance between Narrogin and the metropoli-
tan area by 17 miles—
I notice that some of these reports give the
distance as 17 miles and othera as 19 miles.

Hon. H. Stewart: Two miles is nothing to
quibble about,

Hon. 1. A. GREIG:
mention the difference,

I thought it well to
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and consequently reducing the rates on
goods by that cxtent, not only for Narro-
gin but for all stations south of Narro-
gin as well, and will comsequently re-
present a considerable deecrease in earnings,
although, hecause of the location of the
line, we shall almost certainly have to con-
tinve earrying everything over the main line
as at the present time.

To the Commissioner of Railways we look to
make the railways pay, If the linc is con-
structed, he will still send his traffic via
Spencer’s Brook to Narrogin, 162 miles, and
will be alble to charge freight on a mileage of
only 143. This will apply to not only the
goods carried to Narvogin, hut alse to the
goods forwarded to places south of Narrogin
right down to Albany, and on all the spur
lines. Speaking on the Address-in-reply, I
cstimated the loss of revenue to the Railway
Department consequent upon this proposal at
£100,000 g year. I think now the Joss will be
all that. 1 have here still another report,
one from the Railway Advisory Board re-
commending that the line should go to Cedja-
totine,

The Minister for Education:
say that.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: The board were not
asked to report on the present line. The
House will remember that last session I moved
a motion asking for a eomprehensive and up-
to-date report on the propesal. However, the
Government took ao notice of it. This report
of the Railway Advisory Board is dated the
15th Mareh, 1921, and so far as I know it
is the latest report of the board. Judeed,
it is the only report of the board on that
country since 1913, When I asked the Pre-
mier the other day whether he would get an
up-to-date report, he replied that he did not
want any more reports. The Railway Ad-
visory Board were asked to report on a cer-
tain line from Dwarda to Codjatotine, and
not as fo whether the other line should be
repealed. Their report reads—

Re Dwarda extension railway, . (1) The
Railway Advisory Board inspected the
ronte of the proposed extension in Septem-
ber last, but its report has been held over
pending reeeipt of returns from settlers in
the ecountry to he served. Many of the set-
tlers in the distriet have failed to furnish
the required information, hut the bhoard
now reports on the information available,
which appears to have been supplied by the
bulk of the developed properties. (2) The
extension of the line from Dwarda to Nar-
rogin was authorised by Act No. 15 of 1915,
the survey of which is shown approxi-
mately on attached plan, but this line will
not serve the country to the north of the
Hotham River. (3) The natural route of
an extension from Dwarda to serve the
settlers along the river and for some dis-
tance to the north and south of it, is up
the valley of the Hotham River, and, if
the line were extended on this route to the
vieinity of Codjatotine Pool, the area men-

It does mot
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tioned in the following paragraph would be
served, such area being beyond a distance
of 10 miles from existing railways. (3)
The area mentioned in the preceding para-
graph is shown on piun and marked “fA-
B-C-.D.’’" It contains 130,000 acres, of which
56,860 acres are occupied, 5,200 acres re-
served, and 38,500 acres vacant. (5} Re-
turns have been furnished for 71,952 acres
of occupied land, which show that 29,816
acres have been cleared and that 31,625
acres of eultivable land are still uneleared.
An inspection of the district showed it to
be a good mixed farming district, and eap-
able, with better communication, of prodve-
ing much more than at present. (6) The
tonnage supplied by 45 of the 78 land.
holders showed that the tonnage sent away
by rail last vear amounted to about 2,000
tons, while about one-third of that tonnage
was received. Tt may be remurked that as
a good wmany soldiers have recently settled
in the district on the Noombling Estate, as
well as on other properties, thiz tonnage will
undoubtedly inc¢rease in the future. (7)
The board recommends that the route shown
in red be adopted for an extension of about
13 miles from Dwarda to the vieinity of
Codjatotine Poul, in that (a) it will serve
the greatest area, (b) it will serve the most
sctilers, (¢) there are no engineering diffi-
culties. (§) The estimated cost per mile
is £4,000.

That is the same cost as on the Narrogin-
Dwarda line. The report shows that 13 miles
of railway will serve far more people than
would 34 miles.

Hon. J. Nicholson: And c¢ost so much less.

Hon, J. A. GREIG: The cost per mile is
the same.

The Minister for Edueation: But this wounld
mean breaking faith with the other people.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: Only with people who
have taken up land since the railway was
promisél. I have asked those who favour
the line to name such men. T myself do not
know of one. All the seitlers in the distriet
took up their land many years age. An
argument put up to me recently at Codja-
totine was that the settlers on the Noombling
estate wanted the line in order that they
could send their eream into Narrogin. If
that is their ehief reason, I suggest that the
Government should send a one-ton motoy
truck once a weck to the estate, because that
truck would take all the cream produced. It
was mentioned by the Leader of the House,
with regard to the grades from Pinjarra to
the top of the hills, that onee one got to the
top of the hills there was an easy run into
Narrogin. 1 can exense the Leader of the
House for having made that statement, as
he has not been over the route, Howaever,
he is an old and a good surveyor, and an ex-
perienced bushman; and I suggest that he
should inspect the route. T fail to see how
the railway is going to run downhill into
Narrogin unless it rums the reverse way to
that which water runs. XNarrogin is one
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of the highest points on the Great Southern
Railway. 1 ean only presume that the
Leader of the House has been misinformed.
This Chamber is very much more enlightened
on the question than another place 1s, and
L hope hon. members will grant me 2 seclert
committee.

Hon. J. Duffeil: What about a joint sel-
ect committee of both Houses?

Hon. J. A, GREIG: I understand such a
committec cannot be appointed, beeause the
suggestion has been turned down in another
place. The Standing Orders, 1 believe, re-
quirg us in such circumstanees to appoint a
select committee from our own House. .

Hon, J, Duffell: T do not think that would
affeet the position at all if we asked for a
joint select committee.

Hon. H, Stewart: Tt wouid be a more prac-
tical and more feasible method of dealing
with the problem.

Hon. J, A, GREIG: I am not too sure of
that. I do not know what the position would
be if we asked for a joint seleet committee
and the other House turned down ocur re-
quest. However, when the time arrives 1
intend to move for a select committee to in-
guire into the subject. I think members of
this Chamber and a majority of members
elsewhere will be glad to have something
definite placed before them.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur.
ban) [5.27]: From the remarks of the Leader
of the House and those of the last Speaker,
it seems to me that most of us are in a pre-
dicament over this battle of routes. Evi-
dently the proposed line is very necegsary
in certain directions. I am not clear as to
whether the route proposed by the Bill is the
correet one, Certainly I require more in-
formation to emable me to east an intelligent
vote. A huge sum of money is involved, and
I would like the point cleared up as to the
possibility of getting a joint select commitiee,
seeing that the Bill has already been passed
by another place. I am prepared to vote
for a joint select committee with a view to
securing more information.

Heon. R. J. LYNN (West) {[5.28]: 1
greatly regret that I know nothing about the
district which is in question, and I am sorry
to think that a huge expenditure, approxi-
mating £136,000, should have been voted for
the construction of the Dwarda-Narrogin
railway without this House being fully alive
to the position.

The Minister for Education: Read the re-
ports.

Hen, R, J. LYNXN: Mr, Greig this after-
noon made a very serious statement, one which
unquestionably justifies the appointment of
a select committee, The hon. member said
that a line serving a larger number of people
could be constructed at half the cost of the
railway proposed by this Bill. I consider
it would be criminally wasteful on the part
of the Government to expepd such a huge
sum on a railway unless the route was one that
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would serve. the majority of the people in-
terested.  This is a battle of routes. Evwi-
dently there are two sections in connection
with railway construction in the aren com-
cerned, and evidently those sections are
strongly opposed to one another. Therefore
to proceed with the work in the ubsence of
full inquiry would be quite unjustifiable.
Our railway system is just on the verge
of paying interest and sinking fund.
At present there seems fo be an opportunity
te rid oursclves of the deficit that has been
with us for so many years. Before we bur-
den the State with further eapital expen-
a‘twere, involving additional interest and sink-
ing fund liability, we should go very fully
into the matter. All that the House desires
i+ sofficient light to enable members to know
what is going on.

The Minister for Education: Read the
file and you will have that information.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: If the Minister were
to comc here to-morrow and tell me some-
tking about the South-West Provinee, of
which ,he knows everything, if he said that
Tor some Teason a proposed expenditure down
there was not justified, he would be right in
resenting any reluetance on my part to ae-
eept his views. Why, then, should I not
aceept the views of Mr. Greig on a matter
in which that hon. member iz so keenly in-
terested? Mr. Greig, in making his state-
ment, inenrred some risk in his own province.
Certainly he is not seeking to make himself
popular, ag is very evident in the Narrogin
district. As he is not doing this fo suit his
own ends, he is entitled to every credit for
tclling the Mouse that in his own province an
expenditure of £140,000 is not justified. Not
knowing that part of the State, 1 cannot say
whether or not it is entitled to railway con-
struction; but on the statement made by Mr,
Greig it i3 clear that the proposed expendi-
ture could, by following another route,
be reduced by 50 per cent, notwith-
standing whieh the line wonld then serve
a bigger population and be of grezter assist-
ance to the railway authorities. Surely, then,
Mr, Greig’s statement is deserving of every
consideration!

The Minister for Education:
tirely wrong.

Hon. B. J. LYNN: That is a very unkind
thing for the Minister to say. Mr. Greig
quoted a letter in which those responsible for
the working of the railways declared that in
their opinion the haulage over the line pro-
posed under the Bill, owing to the grade,
would not be 735 per cent. of that on the alter-
native line. The tonnages guoted were, I think,
350 as against 160. In view of the statement
made by Mr. Greig, Isay it would be advisahle
to hasten slowly. In days gone by we have
passed railway Bills in the clesing hours of
the session, committing the State to heavy
espenditure on railway construetion; and as
a result wo have watched the interest charges
climbing up until they represented a heavy
borden on the community. What objection

Bat it is en-
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can there he to a joint setect committee in-
quiring into the proposed railway?

The Minister for Education: We already
have the reports of the experta.
Hon. R, J. LYNXN: Exactly. But would

it not he better {0 have a joint committee take
ali the evidence and report to vs? We could
then east an  intelligent vote, or, at
all  events, a vote in acveordance with
our intelligence, If this were a private
railway, with no risk to the State, it would
ot matter; but in view of the State expen-
diture involved we should have all possible
light on the subjeet. Mr, Greig asks that a
select committee be appointed in order that
all the people interested might give their evi-
dence hefore that committec. L will vote
against the second reading, if for no other
reason than that 1 will not be a party to in-
curring the expenditure of so large a sum on
se little information.

The Minister for Eduecation: Your vote, if
cffective, would defeat the end you have in
view, for the Bill iz only for the deviation
of a line already anthorised.

Hon. R. J. LYNX: If, because we honestly
vote aguinst 3 measure in order to save ex-
penditure, the Minister and his colleagues per-
sist in construeting 2 line authorised 13 years
aga, they will be subjected te o good deal of
eriticism, and will have to aceept full re.
sponsibility for their action. I knoWw nothing
at all about the country to be served by the
railway, but ¥ realise that it is ten or eleven
vears sinee the original Bill was passed, and
that in all probability important changes
have since taken place in that distriet. It i
better to hasten slowly and build up the
State on a sound foundation, as against a
poliey of hurried expenditure. Because of
that I will yuppert the appointment of a
seleet committee, hoping that it will be a
joint seleet committee.

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East), [5.40]:
I will vote for the second reading. In view
of the Minister’s speech and that of Mer.
Greig, we can do nothing else than vote for
the second reading and send the Bill to a
seleet committee, Everybody knew long ago
that Mr, Greig intended to move for a select
committee. Uuader an honourable understand-
ing that has subsisted for many years, Mr,
Greig, although of course representing the
whole of the Jouth-East Provinee, is regarded
a¢ the immediate representative of the north-
ern part, while by the same reasoning I am
the immedinte representative of the central
part, and Mr. Buorvill that of the southern
portion. So, when we are considering this
railway, Mr, Greig is the immediate repre-
sentative of the people most concerned. Not
only am I well conversant with the country
to be traversed by the railway, hut also 1
have had extensive training in engineering
and railway matters, Therefore T ain able
to say eonfidently that the problem before us
is o difficult one. Before ever I was a mem-
ber of Parlianent L saw for myself the evils
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that arose in Vietoria through politicians ia-
terfering too rouch with the routes of railway
Jires. Evenutally that system was amended,
and a standing committee of railways ap-
puinted to advite Parliament as to the routes
of new lines. In this State we look to the
Railway Advisory Board for guidance, and
whenever any section of my plectors wish to
advoeate a certain route I invariably stick to
the finding of the non-political advisory board.
In this iustance we have before us a railway
proposition which it is proposed should be
carried out on the lines suggested by the
advigory board, first in 1911 and again on
Inter dates. I am not prepared to express an
opinion as to the route the line should fol-
low. That iz best determined by those who
are appointed to take into consideration en-
gineering dificnlties and the general develop-
ment of the country. So that when it comes
to o question of a member saying that the
line should go here, or that it should go in
another Jdirection, I am not prepared to follow
that member. At the same time if an hon.
member declares that there are statements
on the files which show that the construction
of a line in 2 certain direction will prove
harmful, and that he is prepared to abide
bLv the decision of a competent body, which
may he asked to determine the hest route
for all concerned, then [ shall be prepared to
fellow that hon. member. Mr. Ureig has taken
that attitude. I do not claim to possess a
detailed knowledge of that part of the State
that is possessed by the hon. member. though
T am jamiliar with the district, and am ae-

quainted with a number of the settlers. Ab

the same time I am aware that there is a
gieat diversity of opinion regarding the route
the proposed railway should take, Not by any
means will everyone be found to agree with
Ar, Greig. 1 have gone into the matter from
the point of view presented by Mr. Greig to
the House last year, and I have perused the
fites for the purposc of finding out whether
they substantinte what the hon. member told
the House. He asked a series of questions
and reeecived replies which enabled him to
submit the motion which the Yiouse adopted
last year. The file discloses that the grades
were as the hon. member stated. The House
decided in favour of a new report by the
advisory board. The resolution went from
hcre to another place, but ne aection has since
heen taken by the Goverament, Tt is interest-
ing to notice the manner in which the Gov-
ernment have treated that resolution. Shall
we say they treated it in a eavalier fashion?
Or shall we more correctly say that they
absolutely ignored it?¥

Hon. R. J. Lyan: It is only characteristic
of what the (overnment have always done.

Hon. H. STEWART: Let us contrast with
that action what the Government did in re-
speet of a resolution carried in another place
at the instance of n member of the Assembly,
recommending that the emoluments of mem-
V.ers generally should be increased. Tn that
ease we had the “‘ West Australian’’ deelar-
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ing that the Assembly gave the {fovernment
a constitutional instruction to submit a Bill
to meet ithe wishes of that Howse. We in
this House apparently cannot give any surch
constitutional instruction, At the time Mr.
Greig's resolution was cvarried, prolinbly we
trok no step to point out that the Legislative
Couneil desired that an investigation should
Lbe made in connection with the comstruction
of this particular railway so a3 to determine
as suggested by Mr, Greig, whether an altera-
tion of the route would lead to evunomies.

Hon. F. H. Harris: It may lave eseaped
tleir notice.

Hon, H., STEWART: Many things do
cseape their notiee, and it is rather a pity
that they comment in the way they do en some
of the matters which do come under their
notice. There is another aspect which nuikes
the position difficult for this Chamber to deal
with.  Mr. Greig will admit that there are
many people in that belt of eountry between
the Sounth-West line and the Great Southern
who are in need of railway communication.
1t is admitled that the proposed line wiil
serve somc of those people, The deviation
that the Bill seeks to authorise will improve
the position by taking the line further north.
We have to look at the matter from the point
of view of practicability. If this Chamber
does not agree to the deviation there stands
on the statute book an Aet which direets
the Government to construct the line as at
present aunthorised. If there is a better route,
and the Government wili not ask the advis-
ory board to report on it, how will our rejee-
tion of the Bill before us improve the posi-
tion of those people whom we wish to served
The problem which faces us is, how can this
Chamber compel the Government te make in-
fuiries respecting the area we wish to serve,
and then having earried out the investigations,
how ean we compel the Government to build
a railway which we think will best serve the
interests of the greater number?

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Mave we any justificn-
tion for anticipating that the Government wiil
meet the wishes of this House?

Hon. H. STEWART: No doubt the hon.
member hases that interjection on his past
experience, Having gone through the authen-
tie information which Mr. Greig placed before
this House, T am convinced that Mr. Greig
made out a good case for a thorough investi-
gation. To show that the action of this
Chamber exercised the minds of the Gowv-
ernment, I propose to read two letters from
the file. The first was written by Me. W, T,
George and it appears on page 216 of the
file. In this respeet it is a pity thai hon.
members have not had an oppertunity of
seeing the maps attached to the file, but
I will hold them up to give members an idea
of what the position is. Mr. Geerge’s leiter
was written on the 24th August, 1922, That
was about the time when Mr. Greig was ask-
ing in this House questions on which he after-
wards based his case. At any rate, matters
were keing investigated at that time, and
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the Minister for Works on the 24th August,
1922, wrote as follows to the Premier:—

I received from your office yesterday a
bundle of files dealing with this matter,
and afterwards, on inquiry from Mr. Shap-
cott L reeeived the advisory board’s report.
The Engineer-in-Chief informs me that he
has not seen this report previously, and
kad he done so, of course, he could not
have gone on with the construction of the
proposed line until he had reeeived instrue-
tion either to ignore the representations
of the advisory board, or to have a survey
made with the object of testing out their
recommendation that the line from Dwarda
should proceed northwards beyond the
block formerly belonging to Michael Brown,
and to a point known as Codjatotine Pool.
He applied to Mr, King of the Lands De-
partment some time ago to know if there
was an advisory board report on this line,
but was informed that Mr. King was not
aware that one existed, or had been put
forward, which to me is net understand-
able, seeing that the report in question and
now to hand is signed by Mr. King. The
position to me seems to be rather compli-
cated. On the route as passed by Parlia-
ment clearing operations to the extent of
£1,000 have been carried on, and the men
are working from both points with the ob-
ject of getting this work through as
quickly as possible, and of eourse absorb-
ing a certain number of men who wounld
otherwise be unemployed. The depot we
are arranging at Dwarda in connection
with the sleepers and othber material will,
of eourse, come in, no matter which route
the line follows, but on reference to the
notes of the deputation which waited on
you on the 11th inst., introduced by Mr.
E. B. Johnston, MIL.A, and dealing with
both the Narrogin-Dwarda and the Dwarda-
Armadale line, the report states—‘‘Mr
Johnston asks if they c¢ould take it that
the Narrogin-Dwarda line would be com-
pleted by this time nest year. The Hon.
the Premier said that the work wounld be
pushed on with, but he could not tell them
anything definite regarding it.”’

Mr. Greig represents that part of the State,
and knows more about it than any other
member. I am dealing with this matter as a
citizen, and as a representative of the Pro-
vince. In justice to the State I have looked
up these files. I will now read the letter
from the Commissioner of Railways to the
geeretary of the Premier, dated 12th August,
1922 —

With regard to the connection of Nar-
rogin with Dwarda, personally I think this
is about one of the jast of the cxtensions
which should be undertaken From Narro-
gin to Perth via Dwarda we can take only
235 tons load, and from Perth to MNarro-
gin via Dwarda the largest load we can
take ia 140 tons. This is due to the grade
hetween Dwellingup and Boddington. The
track from the flat about scven miles out
of Pinjarra, uvp the hill to Marrinup, is
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not only extremely steep but the curves
are very bad. Between Narrogin and Perth
very much larger loads can be taken over
the main line, the load ex Narrogin being
350 tong as against the 235 tons ex Nar-
rogin via Dwarda, The construction of the
line will also have the cfect of decreasing
the distance between Narrogin and the
metropolitan area by 17 wmiles, und conse-
quently reducing the rates on goods by
that extent, not only for Narrogin but for
all stations south of Narrogin as well, and
will consequently represent a censiderable
decrease in earnings, although, beecanse of
the loeation of the line, we shall almost
certainly have to continue earrying every-
thing over the main ling as at the present
time.

The question is whether the Government
will serve this country in the best way
for the State, and whether, if a select com-
mittec investigates this matter and aequaints
the House with the correct position, we can
deal with the area im the way it should be
dealt with. TUpon the files is a plan aceom-
panying the report of the advisory board.
The patch of blue is the area the board sayas
is well settled, but not served by a raiiway
within 10 miles, To the north is the line
recommended by the advisory board te Cod-
jatotine. In June of this year Engineer Bab-
ington oxamined both eides of the Hotham
River te Codjatotine, the new route recom-
mended by the Railway Advisory Board in
Mareh, 1922, to ascertain which would be the
hetter side for the line, He pointed out that
the red line to the north would be cheaper
because it would mean the acquisition of less
property. The line already authorised from
Dwarda, to Narrogin is also shown, and to the
north is the proposed deviation as outlined in
the Bill, The work should be done on the
report of techuical officers, and should take
into account the people who have been there
for many years and the returned soldicrs who
were lately settled there, hoth of which
classes of settler require railway facilities at
once, Consideration should be given to the
interests of the SBtate and the working of the
railways, We also have to consider the means
by which all this can be brought about. Mem-
bers of the Council have to se¢ how we can
deal with this proposition, so that if the
Council turns down the deviation authorised
by the Bill, we will not he left with only the
original proposition, and be unable to get
anything better.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{Hon. J. Ewing—South-West—in reply)
[6.12]: T eannot let the dehate close without

referring to Mr. Lynn's remarks. He was
muder a misapprehension when he said what
he did. He east a reflection on the Govern-
ment when he stated that they intended to
spend £136,000, whereas if they huilt & line
tho other way they would spend only half
that amount. Mr. Greig stated that the line
from Dwards to Codjatotine would cost only
half the money that a line from Dwarda to
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Narrogin would cost. If the line were taken
ounly to Codjatotine it would finish at a dead
cend. It is in the minds of people, who intend
that the railway should be carried to that
puinl, v itake it right through, cither te
Pingelly or some other point on the Great
SHouthern. The construction of the line will
eost just as much as a line going to Narro-
gin.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: 1t will serve four times
the number of people.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The hon. member has put a wrong construc-
tion on the proposition and has bheen speak-
ing under a misapprchension.  He charged
the Government with spending £136,000 when
they could have done work just as advan-
tageous to the State by spending half the
amount.

Hon. R. J. Lymn: I rise te a point of order.
The Leader of the House is wrong. I said
the majority of the people could be served
hy about half the proposed expenditure on
the construetion of this line. I made no
reference to any distance or to any length of
line.

The PRESIDENT: Mr. Lynn is quite in
order.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
am in order. Mr. Lynn did make that state-
ment.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 pom.

The MINISTER TOR EDUCATION :
When we adjourned for dinner I was en-
deavouring to cxplain what appeared to me
to be Mr. Lynn’s misunderstanding regard-
ing the interpretation he put upon the state-
ment made by Mr. Greig. I do not desire
to take up the time of the House at any great
length, but the hon. member conveyed to my
mind that the Government were incurring
an expenditure of £136,000 when they could
get praetieally the same results from the ex-
penditure of half that money,

Hon. R. J. Lynn; That is quite wrong,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am glad to hear the hon. member make that
remark. That was the impression conveyed
to my mind. T want to elear up the posilion
on behalf of the Government, who would not
be worthy of consideration by any member in
this Chamber or another place, if they were
prepared to spend £136,000 when they rould
get the same results by expending £60,000.

Hon. R. J. Lyrn: No other member had
that impression. :

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Then
let ‘‘Hansard'' speak for itself. The
Dwarda-Narrogin line is egtimated to cost
£136,000, and that line wili extend over a
distance of 368 miles. Mr. Greig’s proposi-
tion is to construet a line north from Dwarda
to Codjatotine, s distance of 13 miles, the
cstimated eost of which would be something
tike £52,000.

Hon., R. J. Lynn: My point is: Will the
line serve the great bulk of the people?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member kngws well if he has read the
files and understands what the Bill means,
that it is for a conneciion hetween the South-
Western railway and the Great Southern
Railway. That is the object of the Bill.-

Hon. A. Lovekin: T thought it was to serve
the settlers.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member knows that it is a question of
constructing a line to link up the South-
Western line at Pinjarra with Narrogin on
the Great Southern Railway. 1f that rail-
way be not constructed so as to give effect
to that objective, we will not be construeting
the line as autherised by Parliameat. The
46 miles of railway is to be constructed in
order to make that connection. If that ob-
jeetive is to be abandoned, we are to repud-
iate Parliament’s decision and break faith
with the people—the Government are not
prepared to do that—aud in lieu of the au-
thorised railway, construet the extension to
Codjatotine, at a nost of £52,000. It will
mean that tbe railway will be taken to a
dead-end. It may cost half the amount of
the complete line, but having constructed the
extension to Codjatotine, Parliament will not
have carried out the objective of the Bill.
It would be necessary to turn east to link
up with the main railway section, probably
at Pingelly, in which event that line would
cost as muech as the one proposed in the
Bill.

Hon. A. Lovekin: But it would serve more
people?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am making it clear that the Government did
not contemplate anything hut the connection
of the two main railway lines, Mr, Greig
has admitted he desires to get the line to
Codjatotine, but doés not want to leave it
there, He was honest and straightforward
in his admigsion that later on he wants it
to be continued to link up with the Great
Southern Railway. He contends that if it ig
taken in that direetion, it will serve more
people,

Hon. A. Lovckin: That is the point.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is not the point. The Government do not
contemplate spending £136,000 on the line,
if the same object can be attained by the
expenditure of £52,000. That is what I
understood the hon. member to say wns the
position.

Hon, R. J, Lynn: Would that not be too
silly for words?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is the impression conveyed to my mind.

Hon. R. .JJ. Lynn: My ohject is to proteet
you, if it is possible.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIDN: The
hon. member cannot do that, because if we
are to carry out the railway project, accord-
ing to the Advisory Board’s report, whether
it be taken to Narrogin, Brookton or any
other place, the Government do not intend
to allow the railway to stop at a dead end.
The Government would be forced to eontinue
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the line if it were taken to Codjatotine, and
carry it on to Brookton or some other point
along the line at a cost practically equal to
that suggested in the Bill

Hon. A. Lovekin: But would it conveni-
ence more settlers?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon, member knows the position. I hope
Mr. Lynn understands it toa.

Hon, R, J. Lynn: I do undersiand it,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Inm
that case, I am glad I have mada this ex-
planation. As to the seleet committee, I
hope the House will not agree to its appoint-
ment. The Government have in view the
carrying out of a promise mnde 10 or 12
years ago.

Houn. R. J. Lyon: That docs not refer to
the line in the Biil. .

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Yes, it does. The line iz the one nuthovised
by Parliament. The difference is that in
the original Act the deviarien permitted
was one of two miles. The Bill secks
authorisation for a deviation of five miles.
That is the whole point. The railway is
already aunthorised. Tf the Government
chose to do so, they counld start bnilding
this line to-morrow,

Hon. J. Cornell: Why don’'t vou do sai

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
There are a certain number of setilers on
the Noombling estate who will be served
by the deviation of the line, and that will
be of advantage to the State. It wag con-
sidered that tenders should not be called
for the construction of the lne wntil Par-
liament had authorised the deviation pro-
posed.,

Hon. J. Cornell: If they shift another five
miles, what then?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
That aspect does not enier inte the ques-
tion. The people in the Hotham Valley and
at Noombling are satisfied with the posi-
tion. I will not labour the question. T am
pleased that Mr. Lynu understands the
position. It is just as well that it should
be eleared up. The questions which hon.
members have to decide are: is the devia-
tion satisfactory; will it cater for those it
is intended to serve; and is it right for the
Government to carry out the work?

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION
(Hon, J. Ewing—South-West) [742]: I
move—

That consideration of the Bill in Com-
mittce be made an Order of the Day for
_ the next silting of the House.

Hen. J. A, GREIG (Sounth-East) [7.43]:
I move an amendment—
That the Bill be referred to a select
comnmiliee consisting of the Hon. .
Carroll, Hon. H. Seddon and the mover,

[LOUNGIL.1

with power to call for persons end papers,
to sit on days over which the House stands
adjourned, to adjourn from place to place
and to report on Thursday, 41 October.

Hon. A, BURVILL (South-East) [7.44]:
With my two colleagues, Mr. Stewart and
Mr. Greig, I am interested to a certain ex-
tent in the Bill. I have listened to the
Leader of the House, and to Mr. Greig.
The RBill secks to amend the present Act.
A report furnished by the Commissioner
of Railways condemns the RBill and,
I take it, the amendment as well.
There is the Advisory Board’s report recom-
mending a railway from Dwarda to Codja-
toting, and the motion passed by Parliament
that this matter should be investignted. XNo
investigation las been made by this House,
but apparently a concession has been made in
that the Bill has been presented to the House
in an amgnded form, In view of the confliet
of opinion between the Commissioner of Rail-
ways and the Advisory Board—unfortunately
the board did not report on the actual line,
but on only a portion of it—the position is
uot clear enough to justify my registering a
vote vpon it. Therefore, I favour the ap-
pointment of a select committer.

Hon. H. STEWART {(South-East) [7.46]:
Members should recognise that the people
in the Qdistriet are seatters) and that all in-
terests should be represeuted. Tf a scleet
committee is to get a proper appreciation of
the position, it is important that the differ-
ent sections be given ample notice and oppor-
tunity to present their case. I take it 2 select
committee would deal with the extension and
would not be able to consider any of the pro-
posed alternatives Mr. Greig suggested, 1
think the Housc should consider this point at
once.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON  (Metropolitan)
[7.47]: Would the select committce be de-
barred from examining the alternative pro-
jects suggested by Mr. Greig?

Hon., A. Lovekin: First let us see what
their report is.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: After all that has
been said by the Minister and by mcmbers in-
terested in the distriet, fuller light should be
thrown on the question. One scetion favours
the proposal in the RBill. The Minister has
stated that the Government would not be
parties to breaking a promise made many
years ago. The Bill in 2 measure does brrak
the promise made to peeple who have settled
in the district; therefore, it is the more neces-
sary that an inquiry be held. It is our duty
and the duty of the Government to see that
new railways serve the greatest possible num-
ber of people and confer the greatext possihle
henefit on the State. Mueh hag been said re-
garding the advantages of various routes, but
it wiil be the duty of a select committee, it
appointed, to hring in recommendations, and
members will then be in a position to decile
the best course to adopt.



[13 SEPTEMBER, 1923.]

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [7.50]: I oppose the
appointment of a select commitive. The Gov-
erument have thoroughly considered the po-
sition; their cngineers, ruilway authorities
and land officers have reperted, and there is
ample information in the file to enable mem-
bers to make up their mirtds. Mr. Xicholson
inferred that the proposed deviation—a mat-
ter of five instead of two miles—was in it
sclf an act of repudiation. I do not agree
with him. In all such measures a centre line
is laid down and a margin for deviation is
allowed. The objective of the Government
was to build a line from Pinjarra to Narro-
gin and, if we depart from that long stand-
ing promise, it will be a bad thing for the
State. Before that is done, a better ecase
should be set up. No one has suceceded in
showing that an error has been made.

Hon. J. Nicholson: A seleet committee
would decide that.

The MINISTER TFOR EPUCATION :
1t has not heen shown that the proposed de-
viation would not be satisfagtory, I fear I
shall bhe almost alone in voting against a
select eommittee, beeause a mujority of mem-
bers seem to favour further inquiry. If o
seleet committee is appoinied, I hope the in-
quiry will be completed cxpeditiously,

Hon. J. CORNELL (Soutk) [7.33]: Lleven
vears ago Parliament passed a Bill for the
construetion of a railway on 2 certain route.
Now an effort is being made to infuse a little
life inte the proposal, and it has becn dis-
covered that the deviation is insufficient. Mr.
Greig’s intention is mot to prevent the ron-
struction of the railway altogether.

The Minister for Education: Yes, it is.

Hon, J. CORNELL: 7he rcport ot the
seleet committee will show that. T think he
desires an inguiry te deteimine whether the
deviation in the Bill is necessary or whether
there should be a greater deviation, If the
deviation in the Bill is suflicient, well and
geod; if a greater devintion is considered
necessary to serve a large number of people
or secure hetter grades, the Government shoul?
fal! in with the seleet committee’s recoinmen-
dations. If they do noet, the Bill will be lost
and the route already auwthorised will stand.

Hon, J. A. GRELG {Souvth-East-—in reply)
[755]: The select committee wounld give both
sides ample opportunity to cxpress their views,
and would look to the interests of the State.
All possible evidence would be presented so
that members might have a fair statement to
guide them in coming to a deeision. Few
questions that have come before the Ifouse
in reeent years were more deserving of an in-
quiry than this one. I havc referred o the
mis-statements made by dejutations to mem-
bers of the Government. We all know what
deputations are; they exaggerate, and 1 am
of opinion that Ministers kave becn deeeived
by the evidenee placed before them. L wish
to have evidence collected and placed hefore
members so that they can read it and con-
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sider it in the light of the summing up of the
select committee.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
the Gioverament.

Hon. H. Stewart:
Board.

Hen. J. A, GREIG: [ have suggested Mr.
Carroll as a practival man with a good know-
ledge cf the value of land. Mr. Seddon is n
man of considerahle expertence in the work-
ing of railways and the matler of grades.
Such a seleet committee would be quite inde-
pendent—those two members have never heen
to the district—and thus the House could be
sure of receiving an impartial report,

Amendment put and passed.

1t weuld be a guide to

And to the Advisory

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Hon, K. Stewart and the Pinjarra-Dwarda
Railway Extension.

Hon. . STEWART (Bouth-East) [7.58]:
On a point of expiavation, when I was speak-
ing on the Bill I read a letter appearing on
pages 202 to 204 of the file. The lotter was
the reply by the Premier to the deputation
from representatives of Narrogin who dis-
cussed this railway with him. During the
tea afjournment Mr, Greig informed me that
he was present when the Premier’s reply was
made to the deputation, and that the deputa-
tion brought vp the question of the connge-
tion of Dwarda to Narrogin, and also the
further extension to Armadale from Dwarda.
The reply from the Premier which T read
covered the two questions, and somewhat.
complicated the issue. Tt is only fair that
I should explain that. Had T known that
was the position, T would not have read the
communieation. T was under a misappre-
}encion for it appeared te we, as a man hav-
ing no knowledpe of the subject beyond what
appeared on (he file, that the position was
fuch as I deseribed in my speech. T thought
it dealt with the one matter. My colleague,
Mr. Greig, told me he could not have read
that letter, because he knew more about the
matter than T did. Tt is only fair te make
this explanation, and inform the House that
my remarks and the emphasis T laid upon the
contents of the letter, were all given under a
misapprehension. In the circumstances, T
withdraw the interpretation I put on the com-
munieation. I will seek the excision of that
Ietter and my remarks from the report in
"*Hanpsard."’’

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOX (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [35.0]: I move—
That the House at its rising adjourn il
Tuesday, 25th September.

I had intended to move the second reading
of the Property Bill to-night, but as the de-
bate on the railway Bill has taken longer than
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I expeeted, I do not now propose to proceed
with the Property Biil. I wish to explain to
you, Mr. President, that under my instruc-
tiens copies of the Bill have been distributed
amongst members, It is not usual to do this
until the second reading is about to be moved,
I would ask you to overlook my actiom on
this ocecasion. I thought it would be well for
members to have copies of the Bill so that
they might peruse it, and [ asked the Clerk
to have them distributed, believing that we
would be dealing with it to-night.

Hon., A, Lovekin: We can deal with it to-
night.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
do not propose to proceed with it to-night.

Hon. J. Duffell: Have copies been sent to
the Barristers’ Board?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Copies of the previous Bill were sent to the
Barristers’ Roard, and copies of this Bill will
also be forwarded. .

The PRESIDENT: Very well,

Hon. A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [8.2]:
My view iz that these Bills should be distri-
buted amongst members at the earliest pos-
gible moment, whether the second reading has
been moved or not, so that members may have
the fullest opportunity to look into them. Ii
ia all very well to sit and listen to a second
rending speech from a Minister on a RBill
such as this Property Bill, which no member
has ever seen. I do not think that is a pro-
per procedure at all. It seems to me more
or less a matter of red tape.

Hon. H. STEWART (Somth-East) [8.3]:
During this session we have had several Bills
delivered to uvs before the second reading,
and we have been able to follow the subject
matter while the second reading speeches
have been made.

Hon. J. Cornell:
Standing Orders.

That is against the

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West—in reply) [8.4]: [
think that what T have stated iz the ruvle.

The PRESIDENT: It has always been
tlhe custom. It is not in the Standing Orders,
though.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
it is your Wwish, Mr. President, that in future
copies of a Bill shall be distributed when
the measure is introduced, of course that will
be dome.

The PRESIDENT: I will think the mat-
ter over.

Hon., A, Lovekin: Bills are distributed else-
wherc as soon as they have been read the first
time.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 8.5 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL OFFICTALS,
WEST PROVINCE.

Ar. STUBES, for Capt. Carter, asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, How many electoral
ofticials were cmployed in ecach district of
the West Provinee on the 8th inst.? 2, How
many of these speeial appointments were tem-
porary hands? 3, How many were returned
seldicrs? 4, Will the Minister also speeify
the number of returned men employed in each
district separately?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
1, Fremantle, 16;

replied :
N.E. Fremantle, 17; S.
Fremantle, 20. 2, Fremantle, 12; N E. Fre-
mantie, 10; 8. Fremantle, 12. 3, Fremantle,
9; N.E. Fremantle, 10; 5. Fremantle, 9. 4,
Frennntle, 11; N.E, Frem'mtle, 11; 8. Fre-
mantle, 11.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, LEAD
REQUIREMENTS.

Mr. LAMBERT asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What were the quantities of red
and white lead respectively in oil and pow-
dered form used by the Railway Department
for the year ended 31st August, 18237 2,
Wiiat was the average price paid? 3, Has
the locaily manufactured article been offered
ty the department? 4, Will he have inquiries
made as to the suitability of the loeal pro-
duet for the requirements of the Railway De-
partment?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, White lead in oil, 21 tons; white
lead dry, G ewt.; red lead in oil, nil; red lead
dry, 2 tens 7 ewt, 2, White lead in oil, £59
per ton; white lead dry, £73 per ton; red Jead
dry, £63 10s. 3, Yes. 4, Tests are being
made.

QUESTION—ARBITRATION COURT
CONGESTION,

Mr. MeCALLUM asked the Premier: 1,
I3 it a fact that owing to the congested con-
dition of its work certain industrial awards
of the Court of Arbitration are likely to



